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More on Repeaters 

GM8LBC, the RSGB Repeater “Guru”, it 
makes for a more enjoyable repeater 
experience 
Ignore any antisocial and illegal use. Do 
not acknowledge it at all; this is what 
abusers crave.  Either carry on as if they 
were not there or leave the repeater. 
The repeater keeper or those empow-
ered to deal with the problem can deal 
with the misuse through accepted chan-
nels. 
 
 
THE REPEATER KEEPER  & THEIR 
ROLE 
 
In the case of GB3WL, Dave G3YXM is 
designated as the “Repeater Keeper”. 
This means he has the legal responsibil-
ity for ensuring the station adheres to 
the licence conditions and is operating 
correctly. He is also responsible for en-
suring that the repeater is working to 
spec, but will be backed up by other 
members of the club lending a helping 
hand. He is also empowered to switch 
off the repeater in certain circum-
stances. 
 
It is also worth remembering that repeat-
ers are licensed for ALL radio amateurs 
to use, whether or not they have contrib-
uted in any way to the upkeep of the 
repeater or are members of Wythall RC. 
 
There is no such thing as a “closed” 
repeater and we can expect complaints 
should any station feel that they are 
being prevented or discouraged from 
using it, something I am sure Dave 
G3YXM will be very “hot” on! 
SOME REPEATER TERMINOLOGY 
 
Listening through - how you announce 
yourself on the repeater; it refers to the 

you want to use it, you will also need to 
program into the same memory, a sub-
audible tone. Once done, this is automati-
cally transmitted along with your carrier 
and it inaudibly tells the repeater that you 
want access it and it lets you in immedi-
ately. For GB3WL, this tone will be 67Hz. 
 
There are plenty of members at the club 
who will help you with programming ra-
dios when the time comes. Just ask! 
GOOD REPEATER OPERATING PRAC-
TICE 
 
Listen for a while before transmitting. This 
gives you an idea of who is around and 
what to expect 
Priority should be given to mobile and 
handheld users above fixed stations 
Leave a break after your transmission - it 
allows the timer on the repeater to reset 
and also gives a convenient gap for new 
stations to call in 
The recognised calling procedure is “This 
is (your callsign) listening through 
GB3WL” 
If you can hear the other station on the 
input channel then you should consider 
moving to a simplex channel, especially if 
the repeater is busy 
Your callsign should be given with suffi-
cient frequency to identify you, but does 
not have to be given on every over 

Keep 
your 
overs 
short and 
snappy. 
Accord-
ing to 
Colin 
Dalziel 

WHAT IS A REPEATER? 
 
Repeaters initially became popu-
lar in the 1970’s and 1980’s 
when it became clear that sim-
plex contacts for mobiles and 
handhelds were limited in range 
on FM. 
 
The idea of a repeater is to be an 
unattended station, preferably in 
a good radio location, that can 
receive low powered stations 
within its area and then rebroad-
cast those signals to everyone 
within the repeater’s coverage 
area.  It’s as if everyone’s an-
tenna is where the repeater’s 
antenna is situated! 
 
Using a repeater therefore, a half
-watt hand portable can now make con-
tact with stations well beyond simplex 
range. This has also opened up contact 
possibilities for people who can only use 
HTs, those who live in low lying loca-
tions, those in remote areas with no 
other possibility of local contact and, of 
course, assist with emergency calls due 
to the extra coverage afforded and the 
greater probability of someone listening. 
 
Since a picture is better than a thousand 
words, take a look at this… 
HOW TO USE A REPEATER 
 
To access a repeater you need to make 
sure you are transmitting and receiving 
on the correct frequencies.  In most ra-
dios there is a “repeater shift” option. 
This usually defaults to the “regular" split 
frequencies used (-600kHz on 2m and 
+1.6Mhz on 70cms) 
 
However for GB3WL, you will almost 
certainly need to programme the correct 
frequencies into one of your memories.  
This is because GB3WL has a non-
standard +7.6MHz split.  You need to be 
transmitting on 438.550 MHz and when 
you de-key, you need to be listening on 
430.950 MHz 
 
To wake the repeater up and let it know 




